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It was a chance meeting, but it has led to a lot of chatter
and even more action. John Linn of Piedmont Community Design
Forum met Daniel Leiker at a meeting on May 25 and mentioned
the idea of an urban farm or some such on the Dunleith property
in Aycock. Little did John know that Daniel was the one he had
been waiting to find, the key to the next step with Dunleith’s
development.

Leiker, owner of Urban Harvest, installs residential gardens
for a living. Part of his company is a for-profit LLC, and the other
part is a not-for-profit 501C organization dedicated to local urban
food production, distribution, and education. Leiker looks for
unused sites within the City where he and his sweat equity team
can produce local, organic food. The group hopes to produce
food that can be sold locally at the Farmers’ Market and to
restaurants, distributed to local charities, and shared with
participating Aycock residents. Education will be an important part
of the deal.

The use as an urban farm on the six-acre Dunleith site is
an interim use for now; however, Leiker hopes it can turn into a
larger complex for growing, canning, and teaching purposes.
Dascalakis, the current owner of the property, is on board with the
idea.

Everyone involved acknowledges that community support
will be crucial. Thus far the community has responded favorably
to the idea. Leiker and his group broke ground June 17, with the
help and support of Aycock residents and two generous
contributions, one for $1,000 made possible by a Building
Stronger Neighborhoods grant and the other a $900 grant
obtained through Good Green Money/Zora Medor.



Congratulations to Chad Hinton
upon his graduation from Elon
Law School, the first graduating
class! Chad and his wife, Alicia,
live at the corner of Chestnut
and Hendrix. Chad is now
studying for the Bar.
Anne Finn

The date July 4, 1776 marks the
beginning of America’s freedom
from tyranny. Now a federal
holiday, we celebrate this most
American of days with parades,
fireworks and barbecues across
the country. Be thankful for
what we have, and have a
happy 4™ of July.

Your Board of Directors

Send your announcements to
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“National Night Out” Set for August 4

National Night Out (NNO), an annual crime and drug prevention
event sponsored locally by Greensboro Police Department, will be held
August 4 this year. NNO promotes neighborhood spirit and
police/community partnerships in the quest for safer communities.

Along with the traditional display of outdoor lights and front porch
vigils, neighborhoods in Greensboro celebrate NNO with block parties,
cookouts, visits from local police and fire departments, parades,
flashlight walks, contests and youth programs. Aycock’s NNO will be
held in conjunction with our Annual Picnic at Sternberger Park. Mark
your calendars!

All this rain equals more mosquitoes. The most common mosquito in
this area is the Asian tiger mosquito. It is very distinctive looking, being jet black
with white stripes on its legs and head. These mosquitoes are very aggressive
biters and will come out anytime, day or night.

Asian tiger mosquitoes are unique because they breed ONLY in
artificial, man-made containers filled with standing water (water that persists for
four days). A female mosquito needs only a tiny amount of standing water in
which to breed. The eggs hatch into larvae, which develop into mosquitoes in
about two weeks. All of us have tiger mosquito habitats around our homes. How
can we reduce their populations? Only by physically removing containers filled
with standing water can we control them.

One of the most overlooked areas where standing water persists is in
back yard swimming pools and pool covers. Chronic ponding in yards is another
source. Discarded tires and plastic buckets also provide some of the most ideal
breeding spots.

“The most effective way to control the mosquito population is to
eliminate breeding areas,” says Jerry Trammel with Guilford County Health
Department. “Residents can help by checking their yards and neighborhoods for
stagnant water and getting rid of it.”

Here are some tips to eliminate standing water and control the Asian
tiger mosquito:

Clean and chlorinate swimming pools, and remove water that collects
on pool covers.

Dispose of cans and plastic containers; turn over empty flower pots,
toys, and any other object that can hold even small amounts of water.
Dispose of old tires.

Keep tight lids on trash cans and recycling containers, drill holes in their
bottoms, or store them in an enclosed space.

Clean roof gutters regularly.

Empty out plastic wading pools at least every three days.

Turn over wheelbarrows.

Change water in birdbaths every three days.

If you have a bad mosquito problem, contact Jerry Trammel at
(336) 641-4806.



Percy Street House Wins
Awards

By Benjamin Briggs, Executive Director
Preservation Greensboro Incorporated

Preservation Greensboro has recognized some of our
community's most exciting and noteworthy restoration projects
completed in 2008. Nine projects across the county have
been selected by the PGI Advocacy committee for awards.
These projects represent the diversity of preservation in our
community and the vitality of community redevelopment and
restoration in the Gate City. One of these awards went to 673 ! "H#S 1%
Percy Street, located in the Aycock Historic District. &" T THE %

Since 1991 when Dr. Marion Earls and Jerry Ramsey
bought their house in the Aycock neighborhood, they have
undertaken several rounds of restoration and renovation in
the house’s interior. Last year they decided it was time to
focus on the exterior. The work was partially funded by a
matching restoration award from Architectural Salvage of
Greensboro, a project of Preservation Greensboro that
rescues old house parts for reuse in construction and design
projects. The couple was also eligible for state tax credits
through the National Register of Historic Places. Paul Ingold,
proprietor of Paul Ingold Builders, supervised the project.

The restoration of the 100-year-old home's exterior
was a significant undertaking. Former owners had removed
all of the Queen Anne-style trim on the house and installed
green aluminum siding. Removal of the siding revealed the
original clapboards. Though about 80% of the boards on the
back side of the house were rotted, they were removed and
replaced with naturally rot-resistant cedar. Roger and David
Gonzalez meticulously sanded every board before priming
and painting. Period trim was re-installed, including fish tail
shingles under the attic eaves. Custom designed wood-
framed storm windows by Double Hung Windows were
installed, adding both authenticity and energy efficiency. The
porch, which had some areas of deterioration, was rebuilt
using extra thick tongue and grooved planks. The porch
columns had so many layers of paint that when they were
stripped, Ramsey said they were noticeably smaller.

The choice of colors involved, “long, hard discussion”
and lots of paint chips in historic palettes. The couple decided
on a pleasing combination of gray blue for the siding, and
shades of gray-green for the trim, all of which are appropriate
to the period. The work was well worth the effort--the outside
of the house now matches the interior in its Victorian-era
charm.

Editor's Note: The Earls/lRamsey house at 673 Percy Street was the
recipient of the June 2009 Property Improvement Award . Yard of
the Month winner was 511 Charter Place (Mia McDonough).
Congratulations, winners!
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Dale and | are truly saddened by this news. We enjoyed visiting him the few times we picked figs. He
was a fine host and delighted us with memaories of photographs and paintings in his home (and a bag of
homemade Chex mix to go!). He will be missed. Kimberly Edwards

Ben and his wonderful wife, Kay, were institutions in this neighborhood. | spent many an afternoon in
their backyard pool, relaxing and enjoying the sun. When 5 o’clock came around, it was drink time! Ben and
Kay would bring drinks and appetizers down to the pool, a perfect way to end the day. Mebane Ham

Thank you so much for remembering Ben. It's awfully quiet on our street without him. Just as you
said, he was a wonderful neighbor and friend. Laura Wall




Letters to the Editor

Each time | go for my walk, | find myself
compelled to take clippers with me. All around our
neighborhood, sidewalks are obstructed with overgrown
trees hanging very low, bushes sticking out so far that |
can't walk the sidewalk and debris on the ground. It
makes me a bit sad to see that more people aren't taking
better care of their yards.

Have Clippers, Will Travel

| think that everyone in the community is aware
that trash is collected on Thursday. The City asks that
cans and other items be placed on the curb by 7:00 a.m.
on the day of the collection and removed by 7:00 p.m. on
the same day. Unfortunately, | see trash, yard waste,
and other items showing up on Thursday afternoon,
Friday morning and over the weekend.

Ban the Lingering Cans

It is not neighbor-friendly to let your pets relieve
themselves in their neighbors’ yards. Also, it is not legal!
Urine will kill grass; and once an area has been marked
by one dog, it attracts others to mark over the same area.

Not in My Front Yard

We should all keep our eyes open for suspicious
activities in the neighborhood. Don't forget to report such
behavior to the police. Communicate with one another.
The Listserv does a great job, but some in the
neighborhood don’t have computers. Don't forget to
communicate with them also.

Communicate, Don’t Hesitate

My thanks go out to our neighbors for monitoring
their pets’ barking. | am especially thankful to those who
no longer leave their pets unattended and barking in the
middle of the night and into the wee hours of the morning.

Not Sleepless in Greensboro

These are all legitimate issues. We should
strive to be better neighbors. Did you know?

- You cannot let your grass grow more than 12
inches high or to have too many tree limbs or
brush in your yard?

You cannot keep inoperable or improperly
tagged vehicles on your property?
You cannot have basketball goals too close to
curbs?
You cannot park vehicles on front lawns
beginning July 1, 2009?
Parking spaces and driveways must now be
built with a hard, all-weather surface such as
asphalt, concrete, brick, or other approved
material?
Know the City’s codes. Visit the City’s website at
greensboro-nc.gov or call them at (336) 373-2111.

The Editor

Send Your Letters to Linda@HistoricAycock.org
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Our thanks go to Shawn Wriede for all his
hard work in keeping the Association’s website up
to the minute. If you have not seen the website
lately, check it out at www.HistoricAycock.org.

Shawn was born in Huntington, NY, and
moved to the Greensboro area in 1991. In 2001 he
graduated from UNCG with degrees in Business
Management, Information Systems, and Computer
Science. He is the owner-operator of PCXperts
(see ad below), a Greensboro-based computer
retail and repair firm.

Shawn decided to move downtown in
2004. He found his current home on Park Avenue
and knew that Aycock was where he wanted to be.
Shawn has been a real asset to the neighborhood
and to Aycock’s Board of Directors.
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By Mark Townsend

On Saturday, April 4th the
Aycock Historic District
neighborhood participated in the
Great American Cleanup city-wide
event sponsored by Greensboro
Beautiful.

Several volunteers came out and
enjoyed some coffee and doughnuts
before rolling up their sleeves and
getting to work.

They spent a couple of hours
picking up litter throughout the
neighborhood. The end result was
several bags of trash and a nicer,
cleaner place to live for all of us.

A word of thanks goes out to all
of the volunteers (my apologies if
anyone has been left out). The
cleanup crew included Ned
Billington & sons, “Whitey” Brown,
Robert and Christina Cantrell,
Charlie O’Conner, Rebecca Fagg,
Jimmy Fleet, Jennifer Lanza, Mia
McDonough, Laurette Wharton, Bert
VanderVeen & daughters, Erica
Yamaguchi, and Bob Coltun.

One last thought — even though
we participate in this event annually,
let's try to keep the Aycock
neighborhood as clean as we can
throughout the year. If you see
trash, pick it up and dispose of it —
THANKS!!!

o 6!
By Anne Finn
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You may know him as Jim Fleet, Jimmy, or the man who
lives in the big white house on the corner of Hendrix and
Yanceyville. 1 call him Uncle Jimmy for obvious reasons. Uncle
Jimmy has lived in this neighborhood all of his life and at 425 East
Hendrix since 1941 when his parents, siblings and he moved in to
help take care of his grandparents.

His grandfather, Charles Augustus Hendrix, built the house
at 425, and Charles’ three brothers also had prominent homes in
the neighborhood. Ed Hendrix built and lived in the large red
house next to the railroad tracks on East Hendrix, Jim Hendrix the
two story home on the corner of Hendrix and Church, and Jules in
the next to the last home on the left on Chestnut.

At the time these houses were built, Bessemer Avenue
was the City line; and Charles thought, because of the mills, that

the City would spread in that direction. Being in the excavation
business, Grandfather Charles built the Greensboro Country Club
and Sedgefield golf courses, founded Sedgefield’'s Fox Hunter's
Association, and dug the foundation for the Southeastern Building
downtown, all using horses instead of today’s modern equipment.

Jimmy’s mother ran an upscale women's clothing store
downtown and an antiques store, and his father founded Fleet-
Plummer Hardware Store.

Cypress Street School was located on what is now Aycock
School and housed the Greensboro Museum and later the WPA
(Workers Protection Administration) founded by FDR. The
building caught fire and burned down sometime around WWIL.
Jimmy and Grandpa Charles witnessed its burning.

After attending Aycock School grades 1-9, Jimmy went to
Greensboro Senior High (now Grimsley), then to Wake Forest
where he was on the baseball and basketball teams. After
graduating from Wake, he attended the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville. He was called to a group of
churches in Madison County, Woodstock, Gore, and Virginia
Beach, VA, where he ministered for awhile. Later he returned
home, where he helped the family with their real estate business
and became active in a local church.

According to Jimmy, “Growing up in
this neighborhood was wonderful. There
were always a lot of children around, and
we played hockey on roller skates using a
tin can and sticks. We roller skated on 5"
Avenue, played marbles, and flew kites in
the school field.” Jimmy thinks that Aycock
is “the best place to live in the City!”
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If you are busy trying to get rid of the weeds in your yard, stop and read this article. | would like
to take the opportunity to tout the wonderful qualities of just a few beneficial ones that may be growing in
your yard right now. Whether you need to cure your poison ivy rash, stop the itch of mosquito bites, or
just need a quick sour pick-me-up, there are some wonderful weeds to help you out this summer. A word
of caution: it is up to you to correctly identify as well as determine if the plants in your yard are safe to eat
or utilize.

Common Plantain ( Plantago major ) or Narrow Leafed Plantain ( Plantago
lanceolata )

Plantain is one of my favorite plants, but not for its edible qualities. Plantain is
the cure for poison ivy, itchy mosquito bites, and other skin ailments. Personally | have
used this plant to cure mosquito bites in seconds, and | have used it to help other
people cure poison ivy rashes when no ointment or store-bought cure would stop the
itch.

Another friend of mine uses the long skinny plantain leaves as band-aids. She
claims they help stop blood flow quicker and that the leaves have antibiotic and anti-
inflammatory properties. There are two ways to use this plant. You can chew the green
leaves to mix with your saliva, and then rub the mixture on your rash or bite. Alternately
you can roll the leaves with your fingers until they begin to sweat their juices. Then rub the
juices on your rash or bite.

Yellow Wood Sorrel ( Oxalis stricta )

Some guidebooks may warn you about eating this plant because
of its oxalic acid content; but this may be over cautionary, since, as
Samuel Thayer notes in The Forager's Harvest, other vegetables such
as rhubarb and spinach contain oxalic acid too. Always eat any new
food with caution and in moderation until you know that it is safe for you.

With that said, | absolutely love Wood Sorrel; and | eat it
whenever the opportunity arises. The stems, leaves, flowers and
seedpods are all edible. | use my fingernails to snip the plant at a point
where the stem isn't too woody, so | can chomp the whole thing all at
once. My mouth instantly puckers. Itis a truly wonderful sour
experience.

Thistle ( Circium spp. )

Right now there is a lot of Thistle in the Dunleith property where
the grassy field meets the woods. While the leaves, stalks and roots are
all edible, | have eaten only the leaf's midrib, which I'll describe here. It is
actually quite refreshing. Attempt this only if you are willing to get
pricked by the spikes of this plant. If you want to wear gloves you can,
but doing so can get in the way of separating the midrib from the rest of
the spiky leaf.

To prepare the midrib for eating, hold onto the petiole, the stalk that
connects the leaf to the stem. With your other hand, carefully fold the
opposite sides of the leaf back onto themselves. At this point, you can
pull the midrib in one direction and the spiky leaves in the opposite
direction and you will be left with a spikeless midrib safe for the
chomping.
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