Greensboro Beautiful

Awards Laura Wall for
Neighborhood Service
by Linda J. Fusco

NNO — A Great Success

Downtown Greenway

Project Continues
By John McLendon

City Moves to Implement

New Land Development
Ordinance
By Christina Cantrell

Efforts to Revitalize War

Memorial Stadium
Continue
By Betsey Baun

Hoggard, Heagney, and

Yamaguchi Join Board of
Directors

Your Primary Vote on
October 6 ™ Makes a
Difference

By Betsey Baun

Letters to the Editor

Official Population Count
Declines in City

Meet the Morrisons
By Anne Finn

October Edibles
By Brian Heagney

Treasure Tree and Honey
Bees Rescued
By Rebecca Fagg

See More on Pages 9-12

By Linda J. Fusco

Aycock's own
Laura Wall, Vice
President of Aycock
Neighborhood
Association, was
awarded the prestigious
Neighborhood Service
Award on Thursday,
August 27, 2009. Laura's
award was one of several
awarded by
Greensboro Beautiful, Inc.

Chairperson Ann Steighner officiated the ceremony, which
was held from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at Revolution Mill Center in
downtown Greensboro. Other awards/winners included Clean
Campus Award (Weaver Education Center), Volunteer Service
Award (Alexa Aycock), Lifetime Achievement Award (Jeannette
Windham), and Anne Boyd Ecology Award (Joel Landau). Aycock
residents in attendance were Steven and Laura Wall, Christina
Cantrell, and Lynne Leonard.

Randal Romie made the presentation to Laura, which
read, "There are people in this City that seem to be in more than
one place at a time because they accomplish what it would take
two to three people to do. Maybe driven by a strong desire to
serve others, maybe they don't sleep, or possibly they just want to
share their talents and are very good at getting others to help.
Our Neighborhood Service Award recognizes someone who has
devoted herself to her husband, children, dogs, employer,
neighborhood and Greensboro. If you know who is going to
receive this award, you know her because she asked you to do
something — and you did it because it was so worthwhile.
Greensboro Beautiful proudly recognizes Laura Wall."
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Laura Wall ...continued from Page 1

Over the years, Laura has worked as an advocate for Aycock
Middle School. She helped to secure a grant to replace the old chain-
link fence around the school with a new, more attractive metal one. She
was Aycock's NeighborWood's coordinator for the 2008 tree planting, a
massive project, done in conjunction with Urban Forester Mike Cusimano
and the City of Greensboro to plant some 150 trees in and around the
neighborhood and school.

Laura’s husband Steven sent out an email the same evening of
the awards ceremony to let everyone know that Laura had won.
He said (in part), "Laura received an award for her wonderful and tireless
efforts to strengthen and beautify our neighborhood." Then he went on
to share the actual wording in Romie's presentation. Steven finished up,
"l particularly liked the devotion to husband part, but I think we can all
appreciate her devotion to our neighborhood.” The Aycock
Neighborhood Association agrees.

“NNQO” — A Great Success

By Linda J. Fusco

This year's National Night Out on August 4, 2009, at Sternberger Park
was a great success. Aycock hosted an Ice Cream and Cake Carnival in
conjunction with the event. Board members went all-out to make the event
memorable.

Festivities included a live performance by Mystkdog, an acoustic folk
duo; hot dogs and toppings served by Top Dog - Hot Dogs; a moonwalk, games,
and balloons for the kids; and door prizes for adults. Jennifer Lanza, owner of
Americana Caterering Co., came up with the idea of “ice cream and cake,” and
event organizer “Yours Truly’ ran with it. The event was well attended by
residents, local Police Department officers, and even a few local politicians.
Sergeant Blaylock and several others from Central Division were on the scene to
talk about the importance of police/community partnerships to combat local
crime. Check out the photos on pages 9-11 for some of the smiling faces.

Thanks to all who helped pull it off, including Justin Smith who drove the
U-Haul truck for me. Special thanks go to Jennifer Lanza and her husband Mark
Townsend, who ordered and picked up the ice cream, cake, and toppings, and
who tirelessly worked the ice cream station. Kudos to Bert VanderVeen and
Carolyn de Berry for great photos!

By John McLendon

The Greensboro Department of Transportation (GDOT) and an
engineering firm contracted by the City are working on the design of the
Downtown Greenway Phase 2 for the east side of Murrow Boulevard and the
north side of Fisher Avenue. An open house public meeting will be scheduled in
October for review of the preliminary design alternatives. A follow up meeting will
be scheduled later in the year for review of more detailed plans. Input from
neighborhood residents will be encouraged.

The first meeting was initially scheduled for this month, but the
Greenway Committee asked the engineers to refine the preliminary design with
more information. The first meeting will now be scheduled in October. Please
watch for another posting with the meeting time and location.

He co-chairs the Downtown Greenway Technical Committee.

Editor's Note: John McLendon is President of Fisher Park Neighborhood Association.




City Moves to Implement New

Land Development Ordinance
By Christina Cantrell

The City of Greensboro is in the final stages of
implementing a new Land Development Ordinance (LDO). This
ordinance is scheduled to replace the current Unified
Development Ordinance (UDO) that was adopted in 1992.

Duncan Associates, a consulting firm, was hired to
assist in the process of rewriting the regulations in 2004.
Several ‘listening sessions’ were held to kick off the process.
The City Manager at the time appointed a Citizen Advisory
Team (CAT) to help oversee the process. Aycock resident
David Wharton serves on the CAT. After 4 years and many
meetings, a draft is ready for review. City Council plans to vote
in early November 2009, after community meetings in which
Dick Hails, Planning Director for the City, will present the
revised ordinance to the general public.

One goal in writing the new ordinance is to make the
document itself more user-friendly, thereby making it easier for
a developer to locate necessary rules, regulations, and
guidelines. To this end, the document contains an expanded
Table of Contents. There is more white space and over 50 new
photos and illustrations to visually depict regulations and
guidelines. The electronic version contains hyperlinks to
related information. Legal terms, especially ones in Latin, are
replaced by more common synonyms.

In addition to the redesign of the format, there are also
substantive changes. One change that affects almost all
Greensboro residents is the overhaul of the residential and
commercial zoning codes. The codes are reduced to a smaller,
more manageable number. For example, current single family
residence codes RS-7 and RS-9 are collapsed into R-5 (that is,
5 single-family residences per acre). The very large lot size
codes, such as RS-20, RS-30, and RS-40, are collapsed into R-
3 (3 single-family residences per acre). There are also new
mixed-use zone codes that do not have an equivalent in the
current regulations but permit residential and commercial space
to inter-mingle within a single development, with an emphasis
on pedestrian-friendly design.

There are new restrictions on public meeting arenas,
such as churches and schools, to limit them from out-growing
their neighborhood environment. There are also regulations
regarding signs, parking, and landscaping. One of the more
controversial regulations, because it adds an additional
expense to the total cost of building a home, is a requirement
for all new single-family houses to have a street tree.

More Information is available at: www.greensboro-
nc.gov/ldo.
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Efforts are again afoot to revitalize War
Memorial Stadium, a living memorial to
World War | veterans.

There have been two meetings since
August 2009, with neighborhood participants
Tracey Lamothe, Bert VanderVeen, David
Hoggard, David Wharton, and myself
working in conjunction with now Deputy City
Manager Bob Morgan, the City Council, and
Preservation Greensboro to move the
revitalization process forward.

The City Council would like to see an
expansion of the facility from one that holds
baseball games to one that includes other
uses ranging from small concerts to a City
Market.

The proposal would include new steel
and cement grandstand with a seating
capacity of 1,500 under a reconstructed roof.
The plan maintains the “J” design structure
through paved multi-use courtyards and
grass seating. The front columns would be
refurbished and the curved front walls
replaced to match the existing facade.

A Plaza would be built in front of the
stadium entrance to visually connect the
Farmer’s Market across the street with a City
Market located partially outside the stadium.
Additional items on the wish list are locker
rooms and umpire rooms that double as
dressing rooms for talent, a warming kitchen
for catered events, and a food court under
the seating area.

The next steps in the process include
briefings, public hearings, and voting.
Details are not available at the time of this
printing. Check your Listserv for further
information.

Editor's Note: Since April 5, 1927, when it was
dedicated at a NC State-Wake Forest baseball game,
War Memorial Stadium has served the community as a
venue for minor league, collegiate and
recreational/competitive baseball. A 5.5 million dollar
bond referendum aimed at repairs to the stadium was
shot down by voters in 2006, and Parks and Recreation
staff had to identify other funding to stop the
deterioration of the historic structure.
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David Hoggard, and his wife Jinni, live on Cypress Street. They have three
Aycock-born children. David has been heavily involved in the community for 23 of his 53
years (looking good!). He previously served for 14 years on Aycock’s Board of Directors,
most recently as Vice President in 2003-04. A former At-large City Council candidate,
itinerant News & Record columnist, blogger and self-described political gadfly, David
enjoys delving into local politics on behalf of Aycock and the larger community. In 2009,
he ended five years of service on the Parks & Recreation Commission, the last two as
Chairman. He currently serves on the War Memorial Stadium Task Force. David owns
Double Hung, LLC, a ten year old company specializing in the restoration of historic
windows throughout the Carolinas and Virginia.

Professionally, Brian Heagney is a visualizaiton expert specializing in the fields of
Architecture and Planning. Unprofessionally, Heagney draws comics and comic strips
and studies wild edible and medicinal plants and bushcraft. Heagney studied art and
anthropology at Guilford College, spent four years working for Greensboro sculptor Jim
Gallucci, obtained a Master’s Degree in Architecture from Pratt Institute in Brooklyn NY,
and worked for a Planning and Architecture firm in Midtown Manhattan for two years.
Missing the South, he and his wife Renee moved back to Greensboro in 2007. They are
expecting their first child in March 2010.

Erica Yamaguchi was born and raised in New Orleans, LA. She moved to
Greensboro to attend Guilford College and graduated with a degree in Religious Studies
and Peace & Conflict Studies. She works at the YWCA's Teen Parent Mentor Program as
the Assistant Director. Many years ago she rented on Chestnut Street. At that time, she
never thought that she would own a little piece of Chestnut Street in 2007, much less be
on the Aycock Board in 2009!
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Our thanks go to Maliq Culbreath and Shawn Patch, who left the Board in August
2009. Their departures left two vacancies on the Board. There was a three-way tie
between David, Brian, and Erica for the vacant spots.

Your Primary Vote on October 6" Makes a Difference
By Betsey Baun

City elections are not far away. There are eleven candidates for At Large Council seats - the six candidates
with the highest votes in the October 6" primary will move forward to the general election on November 3. After
this past year of City politics, we cannot afford to wait to see who those six will be. Our own district has four
individuals running during the primaries.

Did you know that we of District 2 do not have a track record of voting in primaries? Typically, we do not help
decide who even gets on the ballot in November elections. Let's change that!

On October 6" the primary elections take place at the Aycock Middle School. There won’t be a crowd — that
is guaranteed. Take five minutes and cast your vote for whomever you think can best represent us. Yes, | know — it
will take a little research to make your choice, but this is important.

We have had a year of contentious and conflicting behavior on our common council. Personal interests
have taken precedence over Greensboro constituents. We can help change that. If we can affect change in our
neighborhood, we can also affect change in our City.

Here are the names of those currently running for at-large positions: Marikay Abuzuaiter, Max Benbassat,
Jorge Cornell, Donnell “DJ” Hardy, Sandra Anderson-Groat, Julie Lapham, Gary Nixon, Robbie Perkins, Nancy
Vaughn, Ryan Shell, and Danny Thompson. District 2 candidates are Nettie Coad, Dan Fischer, Gordon Hester,
and Jim Kee. Google each candidate’s name - you might get more than his campaign site.




Letters to the Editor

Trash in the neighborhood has been a long ongoing
problem. | have posted my concerns many times about
walkers walking right on top of garbage and ignoring it.
The mentality of some neighbors and guests throwing
trash directly into the street is appalling. Trash was
apparently an issue not worth mentioning in our last
newsletter, along with many streetlights burned out for
over a year. | am often embarrassed by the condition of
the Aycock community.

Appalled and Embarrassed

Dear Appalled and Embarrassed,

Living across from Sternberger Park, | regularly see
residents in cars stop, get out of their cars, pick up
garbage in the park, put it in the park’s trash receptacle,
and then drive on. That area is quite clean because
everyone pitches in.

We can all help. My son is a hiker, and he hikes with
a plastic garbage bag in hand so that he can pick up
litter. 1 know that is a little extreme, but you get the idea.

Also, we should all pitch in and help with some of the
citywide cleanups, like Clean Sweep, held on September
19, 2009. Aycock’s event was spearheaded by Bert
VanderVeen and Laura Wall. Volunteers combed the
neighborhood and picked up wet garbage that day! See
Bert's article on Page 11 for some additional tips.

As far as street lights go, | got this note from
Christina “Get It Done " Cantrell, who recently rode the
entire neighborhood and then reported all broken lights to
Duke Energy:

“Non-functioning street lights are unattractive and do
not provide safety. If you see one of those “old-timey”
streetlights in the Aycock district that is not working,
please call Duke Energy at 1-800-POWERON.

The streetlight you call about does not have to be in
front of your house. Duke Energy will give you a ticket
number to track the incident. It generally takes anywhere
from 3 business days to 6 weeks, depending on the
availability of Duke Energy maintenance crew, and the
problem (a burned out light bulb does not take a lot of
time to replace, but faulty wiring or a bad light sensor can
take weeks).

If you have called in a streetlight several times
without getting the problem resolved, Kym Smith, Lighting
Coordinator for the City of Greensboro, has offered to
intercede. She has been very helpful in resolving some
pesky issues.”

Editor's Note: The Duke Energy number is on the
Aycock website on the “Community Resources” page.

The Editor

Greensboro R eal Estate
On the Rise

According to Heather Brooks, Realtor, Broker, Broker-in-
Charge, PME, ARA, e-agent, “Greensboro is the perfect
location for North Carolina. It's only a little over an hour to the
mountains and only a few hours from the beach. Additionally,
it's situated between Raleigh and Charlotte...a short drive to
each!

In Greensboro, you will find a fairly STABLE housing
market and sales are on the rise! New restaurants are
opening, new industry is moving to the area, and there's
activity in the air. The media destroys the real estate market.
Really, everyone....IT'S NOT AS BAD AS THE MEDIA
MAKES IT SEEM.”

Source:
htto://realtvtimes.com/rtmcrloc/North Carolina~Greensboro

Official Population Count
Declines in City
The annual estimate for Greensboro’s official
population as of July 1, 2009 is 257,997. This represents
a very slight decrease, 0.26 percent, from last year’s
estimate of 258,671.
This year's official population estimate was
influenced by several factors, including:
A reduction in persons living in group quarters
considered outside Greensboro city limits but
previously reported as inside.
The first time use of data from the American
Community Survey (ACS) at the Greensboro
level instead of Guilford County level to
determine housing vacancy rates and average
household sizey
Significantly fewer people being annexed into
the city this year versus last year.
Inclusion of the annual count of the City’s
homeless population.
Additional statistics for the City of Greensboro can

be found at http://www.greensboro-

nc.gov/departments/Planning/statistics/cityfactsheet.htm

Source:
City of Greensboro Press Release dated 09/14/2009
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By Anne Finn

™ Karen and Eric Morrison owned a house
| ‘ in Glenwood for the first five years of their
marriage. After spending a lot of time

remodeling it, Karen saw a home for sale in
Aycock.

They decided to visit the area. Walking
through the neighborhood, they met Renee
and Tom Franklin. They were so impressed
that they decided to buy the house for sale at
507 Heritage Place. That was October 1999.

They say they will never forget the ‘pot
luck’ that winter at the school cafeteria. When
they introduced themselves, everyone
clapped. They later learned that the previous
owners held some really loud parties.

Eric grew up in rural East Bend and Karen in the big town of Yadkinville, which boasted the only
elevator in the county. Karen graduated from Forbush High School and UNC-Greensboro with an
accounting degree. Eric also attended Forbush, and went on to receive a Bachelor of Architecture
degree from North Carolina State University College of Design.

Karen and Eric ran into each other at their fourth year high school reunion and discovered that
they were both living in Greensboro. Eric's car broke down the next week, and Karen was the only
person in town that he knew to call. They went to dinner, picked up his car, and a year later he proposed
to her in the Duke Gardens. A year after that, they were married.

Karen worked for over 14 years as an auditor with the Office of the Inspector General at HUD.
Eric was with a local architectural firm here in Greensboro for almost eight years, before starting his own
firm, Eric W. Morrison, P.A., that he operates from their home. He is currently in the process of
renovating a 1927 bungalow in Fisher Park, and he hopes to move his offices there before the end of this
year.

Karen and Eric have two children, Bryan Alexander (Alex) age 5, and
Katena Svetlana age 4. The children were born in Rostov, Russia, and were
brought to the U.S. by the couple in August of 2005. The children both love to be
outdoors, especially riding their bicycles around the neighborhood. Alex loves to
climb trees and swim. He will start kindergarten in the fall. Katena loves dogs,
dancing, gymnastics, playing ball and playing with her baby dolls. Sheis in
preschool.

The children occupy most of the couple’s spare time, but when possible
Karen and Eric enjoy traveling, reading, and yard work. Rumor has it that Eric
plays a mean piano, saxophone and clarinet! Karen and Eric have a special love
for children. They spend a lot of time working with kids at church related
functions.

The Morrisons love Aycock’s sidewalks, where they can meet the
neighbors and where their children can ride their bikes. Also appealing is the fact '
that they know, at least by face, most of the people who live here. They are very RS
excited about the Urban Garden on the old Dunleith property! / 0
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Treasure Tree and Honey Bees Rescued
By Rebecca Fagg

Most of you followed the story of the
large willow oak that split around 3:30 p.m. on
July 16, 2009, and the subsequent scurry to
assist both the tree and the honey bees living
in the damaged tree. Emails were flying all
over the Listserv, and in a News and Record
article on July 22, and even on the local news;
so | will not reiterate all that was said. Instead,
I will talk about the importance of the affected
tree and the rescue of the honey bees.

The willow oak involved is a
designated Guilford County “Treasure Tree.”
In 2004, Guilford County’s Treasure Tree
program recognized the oak among the
largest, rarest, oldest and/or otherwise
important trees in the County. Our tree
represents the most significant known willow
oak in the county, at a height of 138 ft., a
diameter of 62.5 ft. (though that might be less
now), and a crown spread of 84 ft.

Happily, the tree has been pruned where the damage occurred; and it should recover. Personally, | find the
tree hard to overlook, given that it is located almost in my front yard. But in case you have been unaware of its
significance, do take a moment to stop and notice it from time to time. It is located on the Aycock Middle School
property on the Cypress Street side.

As for the bees, John Sabat, the beekeeper who removed the colony, also reports good news. It took one
complete hive and another partial hive to accommodate the rescued bees and comb. Fortunately, the rescuers were
able to get the queen. This does not always happen, because it is hard to know where she is within the hive. But
John knew they had rescued her, because there were new eggs laid within two weeks of the move. John has been
feeding the bees to assist in their recovery; and they have completely filled the second hive. Needless to say, he will
not be harvesting any honey this year, as the health of the colony is first and foremost.

So why go to all this trouble to rescue bees? We were lucky to have these feral bees in our neighborhood.
First, about 90% of wild honey bees have been wiped out by mites, diseases and now something called “Colony
Collapse Disorder,” an abrupt disappearance of worker bees from a beehive caused by unknown factors.
Furthermore, our other native pollinator bees (bumblebees, solitary bees, etc.) are being drastically reduced by
habitat destruction and pesticides. People think about honey when it comes to honey bees, but they'd best be
thinking about the fact that honey bees perform more than 80% of all pollination of cultivated crops in this country,
accounting for over 100 important crops and a third of our diet. As a side note, Dean Fox said he saw a swarm in the
tree in the spring, not realizing there was a colony housed there. Most likely, the swarm split from the rest of the
colony and took up residence nearby.

So what should you do if you have bees in an inconvenient place, such as holes in trees or holes in your
house? If you have them in your house, you really do need to have them moved. If they are in a tree, consider
leaving them alone. They won't bother you if you don't bother them. But if removal is necessary, the Guilford County
Beekeepers Association will send someone to capture or remove the hive at no charge. DO NOT resort to whipping
out a can of bug spray or calling an exterminator. Honey bees are protected in North Carolina, and exterminators are
supposed to try and get them removed by a beekeeper anyway. So save yourself that expense, even if you don’t do
it for the bees.

If the problem occurs during the week, call the Guilford County Cooperative Extension at 375-5876. They
will be able to contact a beekeeper on your behalf. If you must call on a weekend or evening, call Kurt Bower of the
Guilford County Beekeepers Association at 697-2811.

As for trees in crisis, remember that there are strict guidelines for work on or removal of trees located in
Greensboro’s historic districts. You must get permission from the City to have one removed (or even heavily pruned).
Call Mike Cowhig, Dept. of Housing and Community Development, at 272-2755 if you have questions.
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You know what stinks? Trash. You know what makes your property values lower? Trash. You know what
lets criminals think they can steal out of your car? Trash. But you didn't put it there, and it is pretty slimy and
maybe even infested with some pretty nasty stuff. So it sits in the median, in the gutter, in the grass. It attracts more
of itself.

What is worse is that stinky trash can your neighbor keeps forgetting to take out. Pretty ripe in August!
Soon you start avoiding the left side of your house. Don't they know to take the trash out?

How about the apartment house that seems to throw out the nastiest bunch of junk on Saturday, leaving it to
fester all week long? Seriously gross! Not only are those problems real, they are getting worse; and all of the above
are variously illegal and can lead to a citation. The rule of trash is to throw it into a can. Trash cans need to go to
the curb before 7 AM on Thursday and off the curb by 7 PM the same day. Big items of trash should not be placed
on the curb until Wednesday night.

The biggest eyesore for me is all of the fast food wrappers left around the neighborhood. We can complain
to the restaurants directly--ask them to place “Do Not Litter” signs around their businesses and add more trash cans.
We also should report litterbugs to the State DOT. Take down a license plate number if you see an offender and
report it to 1-877-DOT-4YOU (1-877-368-4968), or visit:
http://www.ncdot.org/doh/Operations/dp_chief_eng/roadside/Beautification/Litterbug/.

But the biggest change we can make is in ourselves. Take a trash bag with you when you walk, and collect
the trash. | see neighbors doing this already (thanks Ms. N!) and it makes a huge difference on your block. Be
conscientious about your own trash cans--block them from your neighbors’ view and stow trash out of sight.

Finally--reduce, reuse and recycle. North Carolina is making plastic bottles a mandatory recycling item--they
cannot go into the landfill. So make sure you fill up those brown recycling bins properly. Want lower taxes?
Recycle! We actually make money on those items. A small change in behavior makes a huge difference to the
neighborhood and to Greensboro as a whole. Thanks for pitching in!
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809 Post Street
Greensboro, NC 27405

(phone) 336-274-6323
(fax) 336-274-7949

Vick @kayheating.com

Greensboro Pet Spa & Resort

Personalized Dog & Cat
Boarding, Grooming & Training

Meg Wood, Manager

2206 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. Greensbor 0, NC 27406
Phone: 336-272-6584 Fax: 336-370-4 983

www.GreensboroPetSpa.com




